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Why share your Smith story?

Each year, 3,500 alumnae don’t renew their gift from last year. 
This means we lose about $1.5 million annually!

About 16,000 alumnae have given sometimes, but not this year. 
If all these alumnae gave regularly, our participation would be over 50%.

The College has a comprehensive outreach program, but it’s the personal touch 
from a friend or classmate that can make the difference. 
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Smith Fund: Alumnae donors, participation, dollars raised

# Donors Participation

Dollars Raised in millions: $10.7 $11.7 $12 $11.9              $11.8                $13

2017 Goal
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Using National Philanthropy Day to Share Your Story
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• Mail
• Social Media
• Email
• Staff and student phone outreach
• Your important outreach
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GiveCampus
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Announcing Smith’s New Online Giving Form!

Step 1: Choose One-Time or Monthly (Sustaining)



9

Announcing Smith’s New Online Giving Form!

Step 2: Tell us who you areStep 3: Enter your credit/debit cardOPTIONAL Step 4: 
Designate your gift 
and/or Other Notes



Pledge to Help on National Philanthropy Day!

If you’ve got 5 minutes:

Make your own National Philanthropy Day gift
Share the National Philanthropy Day message with #poweredbysmithies on your social media sites

If you’ve got 10 minutes:
Email your Smith friends and ask them to join you with a gift to The Smith Fund. 

*TIP—ask for a specific amount (like $25 or $100).

Sign up as an Advocate on GiveCampus and share the message on your social media sites—watch 
as GiveCampus tracks your success throughout the day!

If you’ve got 30 minutes:
Call a Smith College friend to reminisce and encourage them to make their National Philanthropy Day gift as well.

Create a Personal Plea video on GiveCampus that you can share with your Smith friends—asking for a gift on 11/15/16.

If you’ve got an hour (or more):
Call us and we’ll provide you with names of some individuals that you can call to encourage them to help us meet our 

goals for the day. 1-800-241-2056, option 1.



With a partner or group, brainstorm your personal story:

What are 3 things Smith 
has given you?

How would you describe your 
Smith experience in one word? 
Why?

What keeps you connected to 
Smith as an alumna? 

Articulate which of Smith’s 
current and future priorities 
excite you.



Create a sample ask:

Which way are you most 
comfortable reaching out to 
classmates or prospects for 
National Philanthropy Day?

How would you use your Smith 
story to create a compelling ask 
in that medium?

Phone, social media, email, 
in-person etc.



Online resources: Go to www.smith.edu/thefund
and click “Tools for Volunteers”.  Here you’ll find:

 Calendar of events and mailings
 Volunteer Manual
 Recorded Webinars 
 Smith Fund Staff contact information
 Other useful documents

Other: 
• Join the 103 Smith Fund volunteers already online, go to:  

www.facebook.com/groups/SmithFundVolunteers/
to ask your questions, get updates, and ideas!

• Podcast: New this year, The Smith Fund podcast is a quick way 
for us to share information and “how-to” audio guides with our 
volunteers. www.smithfund.podbean.com

• Electronic reports: Your mailed reports now come monthly via 
email for ease of use, more up-to-date information, and huge 
time/cost savings.
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FY17: Tools for Volunteers

http://www.smith.edu/thefund
http://www.facebook.com/groups/SmithFundVolunteers/
http://www.smithfund.podbean.com/

