
Dear Smith Alumnae and Friends,
Join Andrew Zimbalist, Robert A. Woods professor of economics at Smith College, as we explore the more hidden corners of 
Cuba. Our thoughtfully planned journey begins in the eastern part of the island with stays in the town of Gibara and Cuba’s 
second largest city, Santiago.  ! ese provide a contrast to the western part of the island and re" ect a culture that has been 
impacted by their proximity to Jamaica and Haiti and the French planters and merchants who chose to settle in and around 
Santiago. Discover coastal # shing villages, charming squares and run-down Spanish-era buildings set against cobalt blue wa-
ters. Head west to the beach at Jibacoa which lies next to a pristine coral reef and is just a drive away from the sugar mills once 
owned by the Hershey chocolate empire. From here visit the city of Matanzas, once called the Athens of Cuba, before driving 
to the tobacco region of Viñales. Admire the valley’s distinctive landscape, with its steep-sided limestone mountains called 
mogotes rising dramatically from fertile " at-" oored valleys where farmers cultivate the red soil for tobacco, fruits and vegeta-
bles. End with a # nal two days in Havana and a chance to reconnect with this ever-changing city.  ! ere simply could not be a 
more exciting time to visit this “time-capsule” nation before its landscape changes forever.

We encourage you to join and make your reservation today!

Warmest regards,

Elizabeth A. Bigwood
Director, Smith Travel

Legacies and Landscapes of Cuba



November 3, Friday: Gibara                                              D

Take a mid-a& ernoon " ight from Miami to Holguin and con-
tinue a short distance by a scenic road that undulates through 
friendly, eye-catching villages to the small, intimate town of 
Gibara. ! is is an independent-spirited, coastal # shing village 
of charming squares and run-down Spanish-era buildings on a 
cobalt bay.  ! e saddle-shaped Silla de Gibara that so captivated 
Columbus creates a wild, scenic backdrop.

Overnight at either the Hotel Ordoño Encanto or Arsenita. 

November 4, Saturday: Gibara                                 B,L,D

Spend the day exploring Gibara and its environs. Admire the 
town’s old buildings with their larger than life-sized peeling 
wooden shutters, stained glass windows and fading pastel col-
ored walls. Enjoy a visit to the town’s maternity clinic to under-
stand the important role these homes play.  

Enjoy a lunch of marlin, red snapper, crab, refried plantain, and 
a crisp salad at Playa de Caletones, a wild-west style village.  Af-
ter lunch, stop by at the Jiba movie theater to view its  beautiful-
ly ramshackle lobby overlooking the Calixto Garcia Park which 
is papered with old posters of long-forgotten movies.

Visit a new wind farm, and learn about the Cuban government’s 
goal to supply 24% of its electricity needs from renewables by 
2030.

Enjoy a private performance of the superb Gibara Dance com-
pany followed by dinner at La Culinaria, where chef Alberto 
Ronda serves regional cuisine with a focus on seafood.

A& er dinner, enjoy the music of a six-piece band who play tra-
ditional Cuban music at II Siglo, a roo" ess restored building on 
the Church Square.

November  5, Sunday: Santiago                              B,L,D

Drive in the morning to Santiago, the second largest city in 
Cuba and its former capital. ! e rich racial mixture of this city 
has produced some of the most exciting music, art, and archi-
tecture in the Caribbean. ! is port city is also an industrial city 
and the distilleries of the original Bacardi rum are here.

Upon arrival, enjoy a traditional lunch in a restaurant set atop 
the cli) s with fabulous views along the coast. 

A& er lunch, visit the Morro Castle originally built in 1640 to 
ward o)  pirate attacks.  Continue on to the Cementerio Santa 
I# genia where many notable # gures are buried.

End the day at the Moncada Barracks, where in 1953, Fidel Cas-
tro and 79 soldiers stormed the barracks.

A& er checking into the Hotel Melia, enjoy drinks at the hotel 
before dinner at a private restaurant.  

November 6, Monday:  Santiago                             B,L,D

Spend a full day exploring Santiago.  Stop at the Museo de Arte 
Colonial, built in 1516 and said to be the oldest house in Cuba.  
! en continue on to the spectacular Carnival Museum; Santi-
ago’s annual carnival is a major event and has been part of the 
city’s traditions since 1669. 

Enjoy lunch at Café Matamoros on the Plaza Dolores before vis-
iting the Jesuit Dolores College where Fidel Castro was educat-
ed as a youth.  A& er lunch, drive to the Basilica del Cobre. ! e 
church – Cuba’s only basilica – is known for its o) erings and as 
the shrine of La Virgen de la Caridad (Virgin of Charity). Hem-
ingway dedicated his Nobel Prize for Literature to the Virgin.

End the a& ernoon at the Caney Rum Factory built in 1868 by 
the Bacardi family.

A& er dinner at a local restaurant, enjoy a stroll around the 
Parque Cespedes. 

Itinerary



November 7, Tuesday: Jibacoa                                  B,L,D

Depart on a morning " ight to Havana.  Upon arrival continue 
along a spectacular coastal road to Matanzas which began to 
" ourish a& er large sugar mills were established in the region 
between 1817 and 1827. 

Stop for lunch at the Matanzas Seminary which was founded 
in 1946 by the Cuban Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal 
Churches.  A& er lunch,  enjoy a performance in the chapel by 
the Matanzas Chamber Choir.

Take the a& ernoon to explore the historic quarter of town and 
enjoy a stop at the Ediciones Vigía which was founded in 1985 
and produces hand-made # rst edition books on a range of top-
ics. ! en visit the nearby Pharmacy Museum housed in a beau-
tiful home with an extraordinary collection of original equip-
ment, furnishings, and medical recipes.

Drive a short distance to Jibacoa and check into the Memories 
Hotel. Coco palms, cactuses, " owering bushes and plants " our-
ish in the hotel grounds which are set against sparkling blue 
water and a lush landscape.  

Dinner this evening is at the hotel’s # ne dining Italian restau-
rant. 

November 8, Wednesday: Jibacoa                           B,L,D

Join a naturalist for a morning walk along lush landscape sur-
rounding the hotel and enjoy a chance to meet with farmers.

Located close to Jibacoa is the town of Hershey, part of the 
American Hershey Corporation chocolate empire’s subsidiary 
property in Cuba. Explore the ruins of the sugar mill and the 
beautifully maintained Hershey Gardens before returning to 
the hotel for lunch beach-side. 

Enjoy an a& ernoon snorkeling expedition on the resorts private 
coral reef followed by dinner at the hotel. 

November 9, Thursday: Viñales                               B,L,D

Today, depart to the west part of Cuba, with its jungle-covered 
summits dropping down limestone cli) s to verdant valleys.  

Visit a small tobacco farm to learn more about the growing of 
tobacco and the economics of the tobacco industry in Cuba .

Enjoy lunch at a beautiful private farm overlooking the valley.  
It is really possible from here to appreciate the valley’s distinc-
tive landscape, with its steep-sided limestone mountains called 
mogotes rising dramatically from fertile " at-" oored valleys 
where farmers cultivate the red soil for tobacco, fruits and veg-
etables. 

A& er lunch spend some time exploring the town of Viñales. 
Viñales is a quaint town where life moves a bit slower and the 
locals all know each other. Walk the main street, Calle Salvador 
Cisneros, experiencing life in a rural environment..

Check into the Viñales hotel which o) ers sweeping views and 
wonderful Cuban food for dinner.

November 10, Friday: Havana                                   B,L,D

! is morning, rise early to walk with biologist, Emma Palacios 
Lemagne, who has spent her life researching species endemic 
to the area.  Walk along the Coco Solo Palmarito Trail through 
mistily dreamlike landscape rich in plant and birdlife.  

Drive to Havana, stopping upon arrival at El Divino for a de-
licious lunch. Set in the middle of La Yoandra ranch, Divino 
restaurant is a unique place where culinary traditions take cen-
ter stage amidst music and art.

Continue on to the home of Dr. Rena Pérez, formerly with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and now an advisor to the Ministry of 
Sugar. Dr. Pérez’s discussion, documented with slides, will ad-
dress “Living in Cuba Today.”   

End the a& ernoon with a mojito at the historic Nacional Hotel, 
whose splendor is a tangible reminder of Cuba’s past as a jet-set 
playground.

Check in to the Parque Central followed by cocktails and dinner 
on the roof-top of the hotel. 



November 11, Saturday: Havana                               B,L,D

Enjoy a morning visit to a private farmer’s market for an under-
standing of how farmers sell their produce.

Continue on to a rehearsal by Camerata Romeu, an all-women 
group of musicians, followed by a visit to Nostalgicar, a classic 
car mechanic shop where you will meet with the owner who 
will talk about his business.

From the shop, drive in classic cars to a private lunch at the 
home of artist José Fuster who has turned his entire neighbor-
hood into one enormous piece of mosaic art.  

! is a& ernoon, visit Havana’s art and cra&  center located in the 
former Almacenes de San José on the Port of Havana.

Before dinner, view the documentary La Maestra and meet with
Norma Guillard who is featured in the # lm as one of the young
literacy workers who traveled across the island to teach.  

Enjoy a farewell dinner this evening with chef Niuris Higuera at 
her elegant restaurant – Atelier. 

November 12, Sunday: Havana                                  B,L,D

Take a return " ight from Havana to Miami.

Andrew Zimbalist  is the Robert A. Woods professor of eco-
nomics at Smith College in Northampton, MA., and a member 
of the Five College Graduate Faculty. He received his BA from 
the University of Wisconsin, Madison and his MA and PhD in 
economics from Harvard University.   He has been a visiting 
professor at Doshisha University in Kyoto, Japan, at the Univer-
sity of Geneva in Switzerland, at the University of Hamburg in 
Germany, at the University of Chile, and at Harvard University.  

He serves on the editorial boards of various scholarly journals. 
He has consulted widely in the sports industry for players’ as-
sociations, teams, leagues, cities, commissions, foundations, 
# lm projects, and law # rms, and in economic development for 
USAID and the United Nations Development Program, and   
is a frequent media commentator.  He chaired the Cuba Study 
Group of the Latin American Scholars Association. He has 
served as an economic consultant to the commissioner’s o=  ce 
of Major League Baseball since 2005.  

He has published twenty-# ve books, including his most recent 
Circus Maximus: ! e Economic Gamble of Hosting the Olympics 
and World Cup (2015) and several on Cuba. 

Smith scholar



R E SE RV E  YO U R  T R I P  TO  C U BA  TODAY !

Legacies and Landscapes of Cuba
November 3-12, 2017

Full Legal Name (exactly as it appears on passport)

Traveler 1:________________________________________   Birthdate__________

Traveler 2:________________________________________   Birthdate__________

Street Address  _______________________________________________________

City ____________________________________State _______ZIP _____________

Home: ( _______ ) ____________________________________________________

O=  ce: (  ________)___________________________________________________

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Program Costs and Inclusions

Trip Price: $5,630 per person, double occupancy

Single room supplement: $980 (Limited Availability)

Trip price includes roundtrip airfare on " ights from Miami to 
Holguin, returning from Havana to Miami, accommodations as 
listed in the itinerary based on double occupancy, all meals list-
ed (B-breakfast, L-lunch, D-dinner), one drink with lunch and 
one with dinner, bottled water kept on the bus with 1-2 bottles 
of water per day per person, sightseeing and excursions as list-
ed, transportation in a deluxe, air-conditioned motorcoach, the 
services of a Distant Horizons tour manager and a local Cuban 
guide, a Cuban visa, gratuities, Cuban departure tax, and man-
datory health insurance and evacuation required by the Cuban 
Government which provides $25,000 worth of medical coverage 
and $7,000 worth of medical transportation. 

Trip price does not include Domestic airfare to Miami, any 
overnights in Miami, luggage charges, additional drinks at meals, 
trip cancellation insurance, lost baggage and medical insurance 
(above a mandatory amount required by the Cuban government), 
items of a purely personal nature and any items not listed.  Smith 
Travel will forward you travel insurance information upon receipt 
of your reservation form.

Please note that participants must be in good physical condi-

tion and be able to walk for long distances over uneven cobble-

stones and up and down stairs without problems. 

For additional information 

or a more detailed itinerary, 

contact Smith Travel at 
alumtrav@smith.edu or (800) 225-2029

I/We have read the terms and conditions and authorize you to make my/
our  reservations as follows: 

� I will share accommodations with:_____________________________             

� I prefer single accommodations 
   (limited availability, single supplement applies).

� I request assistance in securing a roommate but will accept a single, if 
one is not available at this time, and pay the single supplement. Should a 
roommate be found, I understand the supplement will no longer apply.

Reservations are subject to availability and processed on a # rst come, 
# rst served basis. Reservations to be paid in full 60 days prior to de-
parture. Reservations received a& er this date must be accompanied by 
payment in full. Final payment may be made by personal check, payable 
to Distant Horizons. 

To make a reservation please mail this form with a $1000 deposit* check (per person) payable to “Distant Horizons” 
to: Smith Travel, O#  ce of Alumnae Relations, 33 Elm Street, Northampton, MA 01063
*Your deposit is refundable up to 60 days prior to departure less a $500 administration fee.

Distant Horizons, Smith Travel’s tour operator, is a California Seller of Travel 
(CST #2046776-40) and a participant in the California Travel Restitution Fund.  
Information regarding the rights of California residents to make a claim may be 
found at tcrcinfo.org.  California law requires certain sellers of travel to have a 
trust account or bond.  ! is business has a trust account.



T E R M S  A N D  C ON DI T I ON S
Reservations and Payments: Reservations for this tour require a deposit of $1000 per person and an application form signed by the participant.  
Final payment is due by September 3, 2017 and must be paid by check, payable to Distant Horizons. 

Tour Price Includes: Accommodations in hotels as outlined in the itinerary based on double occupancy, prices listed are based on two persons 
sharing a twin room.  Distant Horizons reserves the right to substitute hotels for those named in the brochure when necessary.  Distant Hori-
zons will do all possible for single participants to satisfy requests to share rooms.  On occasions when it is not possible, the single room supple-
ment will apply. If Distant Horizons assigns you a roommate and your roommate cancels or changes their mind about sharing a room, you will 
be liable for the single room supplement.  American breakfast (B), lunches (L) and dinners (D) are included as speci# ed in the itinerary. One 
drink is included with lunch and one with dinner. Airfare on a round-trip " ight from Miami to Holguin and a return from Havana to Miami. 
All land travel listed including group airport transfers to and from hotels for those on the group " ight, educational program of lectures and dis-
cussions, entrance fees to monuments, bottled water kept on the bus with 1-2 bottles of water per person per day, transportation in a deluxe, air 
conditioned motor coach, the services of a Distant Horizons tour manager and of a local Cuban guide, Cuban departure tax, special activities as 
quoted in the itinerary, and gratuities to guide, driver, and waitsta)  for included meals. Visas (Distant Horizons will issue the necessary Cuban 
visa for non-Cuban born tour participants. Distant Horizons cannot be held responsible in any way for any cost incurred if they are denied 
entry into the country upon arrival even with a valid visa. It is the traveler’s responsibility to verify that all details of their visa are correct.) Man-
datory Health Insurance and evacuation policy required by the Cuban Government and provided by Havanatur, when air " ights are purchased. 
(! is provides $25,000 worth of medical coverage and $7,000 worth of medical transportation. ! is insurance does NOT provide coverage for 
any treatment related to a pre-existing condition and is only e) ective for the duration of time between the departure date and arrival date listed 
on your airline ticket.)

Tour cost is based on rates of currency exchange at time of printing (March 2017) and is subject to change with or without previous notice.  
If there is a price increase prior to the day of departure in the basic costs, such increases may be passed on to the participant. If bookings fall 
below the minimum required, passengers will be advised of additional costs for that departure date. ! e minimum group size of this departure 
is 15 paying participants, should the number of participants fall below this number, a small group surcharge and/or revised sta=  ng will apply.  
Please wait for written con# rmation from Distant Horizons before purchasing any airfare.

Tour Price Does Not Include: Domestic airfare to and from Miami, Miami hotel, meals not speci# ed in the itinerary, Cuban departure tax, 
chambermaid gratuities, personal items such as laundry, email, fax or telephone calls, liquor, room service, independent and private transfers, 
and excess luggage charges. Any increases in the in-tour airfare (included as part of the program cost), security, or fuel surcharges imposed a& er 
the initial pricing of this program are not included.

Cancellations: Distant Horizons and Smith Travel reserve the right to cancel any tour prior to departure for any reason, including insu=  cient 
number of participants, and to decline to accept or retain any person as a participant at any time. Should this happen, refunds will be made 
without obligation, although we cannot be held responsible for any additional costs already incurred by participants. ! e tour price is based on 
a number of people traveling together. 

If a participant cancels, the following refunds will be available upon written notice of cancellation to Distant Horizons:
Notice more than 60 days prior to departure: a refund less a $500 cancellation charge.
Notice on or between 60 days and 30 days prior to departure: a refund less 50% of trip price.
No refund shall be issued if cancellation is received less than 30 days prior to departure date.
No refunds shall be issued a& er the tour has commenced. No refunds shall be issued for occasional missed meals, sightseeing tours or any un-
used services.

Air Carriers Contract: ! e airlines concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time tour members are 
on board their planes or conveyances. ! e passage contract in use by the airline concerned when the ticket is issued shall constitute the sole 
contract between the airline and the purchaser of these tickets and/or the passenger.

Responsibility: Distant Horizons and Smith College act only in the capacity of agent for the hotels, airlines, bus companies, railroads, ship lines 
or owners or contractors providing accommodations, transportation or other services. As a result, all coupons, receipts or tickets are issued 
subject to the terms and conditions speci# ed by the supplier. By acceptance of tour membership, the participant agrees that neither Distant 
Horizons nor Smith College nor any of their subsidiaries shall become liable or responsible for personal injury, damage to persons or property, 
loss, delay or irregularity caused by persons not controlled by it, such as (without limitation) airlines, bus and shipping companies, suppliers 
of accommodations or other services, or resulting from any acts of God, defects in vehicles, strikes, wars, whether declared or otherwise, civil 
disturbances, medical or customs regulations, acts of terrorism, epidemics or government restrictions. Distant Horizons and Smith College 
cannot be held responsible for unfavorable weather or closure of access routes due to bad weather conditions. Distant Horizons and Smith Col-
lege cannot be held responsible if the tour lecturer or leader cancels, and passengers will be advised of a comparable replacement should time 
permit.  Distant Horizons and Smith College are not responsible for any additional expenses or liability sustained or incurred by the participant 
as a result of the above mentioned causes.

Tour participant acknowledges receipt of a copy of these terms and conditions and signi# es acceptance of, and consents to, all of the terms and 
conditions set forth herein, on behalf of any participants they may act for and for themselves when registering for, or making payments on, this 
tour. 


