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Dear Smith Alumnae and Friends,
Join Smith Professor Emerita Margaret Zelljadt, on a week-long tour to
the avant-garde city of Berlin, and discover the city’s heady blend of
grand museums, contemporary architecture and cutting-edge culture.
Deemed one of the "hottest destinations on the planet" by The New York
Times, explore Berlin's impressive new buildings, art galleries and
embassies juxtaposed with the city's historic core.  Learn how Hitler rose
to power and how the shadow of the Third Reich’s enormous crimes
influences post-war Germany, and experience the city’s amazing
transformation since the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
Led by a local guide who is an expert Berlin scholar, this week-long
itinerary offers a wonderful variety of perspectives and experiences on
one of the world’s most fascinating cities. Visit Berlin's most impressive
museums and cultural attractions. Celebrate new architectural works by
Norman Foster, Renzo Piano, Frank Gehry and others. A full-day
excursion to Potsdam, once the stomping grounds for Prussian nobility
with countless palaces and formal gardens, will enlighten you to the
area’s rich history, and a walk across the famous Bridge of Spies will
shed light on Cold War hostilities. One of the many tour highlights is a
visit to a remarkable private art collection that is included in ARTnews’
list of top art collections of the world.
Throughout the itinerary, experts in culture, art and architecture will
enhance your understanding of this complex city. Join us on this
Smith-exclusive journey for an unparalleled view of Berlin. Space is
limited, so sign up early!
Sincerely,

Carrie Brown, Ed. M. ’82

Executive Director
Alumnae Association of Smith College

Smith College Guest Lecturer: Margaret Zelljadt, Ph.D., 
Professor Emerita of German Studies

Margaret Zelljadt, professor emerita of German
Studies, served 43 years on the faculty at Smith,
officially retiring in 2011. She received an A.B.
with honors in French from the University of
Michigan in 1963 and spent the two following
years studying at the Freie Universität Berlin
as a Fulbright-Hays Fellow. After graduating with
an M.A. in German from Indiana University in
1967, Margaret taught German for a year at
Spelman College. She joined the Smith College
faculty as an instructor in 1968, completing her
Ph.D. in Germanic Linguistics at the University of
Massachusetts in 1976. Her specialty is in Middle

Low German of the late medieval period, and she published A Descriptive
Grammar of the Lübecker Bibel of 1494 in 1979.  Margaret’s service to Smith
included six years as chair of the German department, six years directing the
Junior Year Abroad program in Hamburg, two years as associate dean for
international study, two years as the college’s director of graduate studies, and
seventeen years as class dean.



U.S. DEPARTURES
April 28  ! Depart on independent
flights to Berlin.

BERLIN ARRIVALS
April 29 ! Independent transfer to
the Meliã Hotel, a superior four-star
hotel that offers impeccable services and
a perfect downtown location. The Meliã
is perfect for a week-long stay since
many of Berlin’s most important
attractions, including Museum Island
and the Reichstag, can easily be reached
on foot. (Most flights into Berlin land in
the afternoon.) Enjoy free time for
relaxing and settling into the Meliã.  At
4:00 pm, meet your guide and set out on
a two-hour orientation walking tour
exploring several blocks between your
hotel and the Reichstag.  Walk along the
Pariser Platz, and admire the classic
architecture lining the renowned Unter
den Linden Boulevard, including the
Brandenburg Gate. Also, see the
exteriors of the American Embassy and
the amazing lobby interior of Frank
Gehry’s intriguing DZ bank building.
Upon arrival at the Reichstag building,
avoid the long lines, and gain immediate
access to a special elevator that will take
you straight up to the sensational dome
designed by Lord Norman Foster. Learn
about the energy conservation
implemented in the dome’s design,
which tops one of the “greenest”
buildings in the world. Enjoy a welcome
dinner in the renowned rooftop Kafer
restaurant, adjacent to the dome. 
The Meliã Berlin (D)

BERLIN ORIENTATION
April 30 ! Walk through Peter
Eisenman’s soul-searching Memorial to
the Murdered Jews of Europe. Then set
out on a city orientation coach tour of
Berlin.  Drive past remarkable embassies
that showcase outstanding architecture by
the world’s leading architects and
architectural firms.  See other highlights,
including the Nikolai Quarter, Berlin’s
oldest district; the Gendarmenmarkt,
Berlin’s most elegant French-inspired
square; Unter den Linden;
Kurfürstendamm; Check Point Charlie;
and the Kaiser Wilhelm Church.  Enjoy
lunch at a casual biergarten with a
beautiful setting on the lake in Tiergarten.
This evening enjoy an optional
Dutch-treat dinner at a popular, local
restaurant. (B, L)

MUSEUM ISLAND
May 1 ! Walk to Museum Island, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Stop at the
German Historical Museum to see I. M.
Pei’s stunning addition to the original
Baroque palace.  Begin with an exterior
visit to Berlin’s cathedral and the Altes
Museum, one of the finest neoclassical
buildings in Germany, and learn about
Karl Friedrich Schinkel, a prominent
German architect who was responsible for
reshaping the relatively unspectacular city
of Berlin into a representative capital for
Prussia. Continue to the Neues Museum
by renowned architect David Chipperfield,
which reopened in October 2009 to rave
reviews. See highlights from the Egyptian



Museum, including the remarkable bust of
Nefertiti.  Following lunch in a local
restaurant, visit the Pergamon Museum to
view ancient Babylon’s colossal Ishtar
Gate, the Roman Market Gate from
Miletus, and the dramatic Pergamon Altar.
Enjoy free time to see one of the other
museums on Museum Island, such as the
Altes Nationalgalerie, which houses
French Impressionist masterpieces, the
Nazerene Brotherhood, Caspar David
Friedrich, and the German Romantics, or
the Bodes Museum, a spectacular building
that houses an outstanding sculpture
collection. (B, L) 

KULTURFORUM
May 2 ! View spectacular buildings by
many of the world’s most renowned
architects near the Potsdamer Platz, with a
concentration on Renzo Piano’s
outstanding urban planning and
architecture. Continue to the
Gemäldegalerie, housing a remarkable
collection of paintings by the old masters,
including Dürer, Giotto, Titian, Botticelli,
Lippi, Bruegel, and one of the world’s
largest collections of Rembrandt works.
Next stop at Mies van der Rohe’s “New”
National Gallery to see the architecture.
Break for an independent lunch at the food
courtyard of the Kaufhaus des Westens, aka
KaDeWe. Continue to the Jewish Museum
for an architectural tour of the building,
designed by Daniel Libeskind. Participants
may choose to extend their visit at the
Museum or return to the hotel for a free
afternoon and evening. (B)

CONTEMPORARY ART
May 3 ! This morning, experience “one
of the world’s leading contemporary art
collections” as described in ARTnews. A
curator will lead you through the
collection, which is housed in a World
War II bunker.  Next, enjoy a relaxing
cruise along the Spree.  Enjoy free time for
lunch and an afternoon at leisure. (B)

POTSDAM & SANSSOUCI 
May 4 ! Drive to nearby Potsdam, and
before arriving, walk across Glienicke
Bridge, the famous Bridge of Spies that
lies at an isolated point where
US-occupied West Berlin met
Soviet-occupied Potsdam, formerly in
East Germany. During the Cold War, this
bridge was one of the few places in the
world where the Soviet Union and the
United States stood directly opposite each
other, brokered deals and exchanged
captured spies. Explore Sanssouci Palace,
Frederick the Great's summer retreat, one
of Germany's most outstanding palace
complexes, with almost 300 acres of
intricately landscaped gardens, numerous
pavilions, fountains, orangeries and
heroic statues. After strolling through the
magnificent palace gardens, enjoy a
farewell lunch at Cecilienhof, the location
of the historic Potsdam Conference
following WWII. Return to Berlin and
enjoy an evening at leisure. (B, L)

BERLIN / USA
May 5 ! Transfer independently to the
Berlin airport. (B)



Tour Cost
Berlin Rising: The Vanguard of Europe ! April 28 – May 5, 2012

Tour pricing is based on double occupancy with a minimum of 20 paying participants.
Land prices are based on quotes of September 2011 and are subject to change.  Participants

are responsible for all aspects of their air arrangements. Final balance must be paid by
check to ISDI. Final payment will be invoiced and is due on December 29, 2011.

Registrants will be accepted beyond this date on a space-available basis.

Land Only Package.........................$3,295
Single Supplement...........................$595

! Six nights accommodations at the Meliã
! Breakfast daily, 3 lunches, 1 dinner
! Sightseeing and admission charges 
! Services of an ISDI Tour Manager

! Participation of Smith guest lecturer
! Land transportation by private coach
! Gratuities to local guides and drivers,

taxes, services and hotel porterage

Included in the Tour Cost

NOT INCLUDED:
International or domestic airline tickets, taxes and fuel surcharges; gratuities for chamber maids;

transfers to and from airport and hotel for individuals not taking the group transfer; personal items
such as wines, liquors, and mineral water except where noted in the itinerary; personal services;

airport tax, fuel surcharges, and travel extensions; personal insurance for health, baggage, and tour
cancellation; any other items not specifically included in the itinerary.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: International Seminar Design, Inc. (ISDI) and The Alumnae Association of Smith
College  reserve the right to cancel any tour prior to departure for any reason, including insufficient number of
participants, and to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour at any time. All cancellations must
be received in writing (letter or fax) by ISDI, and charges are calculated as of the day notification is received in
writing by ISDI. If a tour member cancels, the following scale of charges is incurred: There is a nonrefundable
administrative fee of $500 per person.  The costs of any tickets purchased for events in the itinerary are nonrefundable.
Written cancellation received by ISDI before December 29, 2011: full refund minus $500 per person administrative
fee. Written cancellation received by ISDI between December 30 and February 13, 2012: full refund of any
recoverable land costs, less $1,000 per person cancellation charge (includes administrative fee). Written cancellation
received by ISDI between February 14 and March 28, 2012, results in forfeit of majority of funds, including a $1,500
per person cancellation charge (includes administrative fee). Cancellation during this period could result in a loss of
as much as 100% of land costs per person. Cancellations received on or after March 29, 2012: no refund.  After the
tour has commenced, it is not possible to issue any refunds. No refunds can be issued for missed meals or sightseeing
tours. No refunds for any unused portion of the tour. Costs for promotion, staff, and other group expenses are not
refundable. If due to weather, flight schedules, or other uncontrollable factors you are required to spend an additional
night, you will be responsible for your own hotel, transfers, and meal costs. Tour cancellation-interruption
insurance is strongly recommended. A confirmation letter and travel insurance application will be mailed upon
receipt of your deposit. © 2011 International  International Seminar Design, Inc.  CST 2072963-40  

Berlin Rising
April 28 – May 5, 2012

Enclosed is my credit card information or deposit check 

($750 per person) payable to International Seminar Design 

NAME(S) CLASS YEAR

NAME(S) CLASS YEAR

ADDRESS

CITY                               STATE           ZIP

TELEPHONE (HOME)     (OFFICE)

E-MAIL

NUMBER OF PERSONS     AMOUNT ENCLOSED

! VISA ! MASTERCARD

CREDIT CARD NUMBER               EXP. DATE

NAME AS IT APPEARS ON CARD

! Double Occupancy        ! Single Supplement       
! I will be sharing a room with                                  
! I would like a roommate but am willing to pay the

single space if one cannot be found.
The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and
accepts any risks therein.  The undersigned also understands and
hereby agrees for and on behalf of his/her dependents, heirs,
executors, administrators, and assigns to abide by the conditions set
forth in the terms and conditions listed in this brochure and to
release and hold harmless the Alumnae Association of Smith
College and International Seminar Design, Inc. (ISDI) and any of
their officers, trustees, agents, licensees, or representatives, from any
and all liability for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of or
damage to his/her property however occurring during any portion
of, or in relation to, the tour. 

EACH PARTICIPANT MUST SIGN.

SIGNATURE:                                      DATE      
____________________________________________

SIGNATURE:                                      DATE                 
____________________________________________

Complete and return to: Smith Travel
Alumnae Association of Smith College 

33 Elm Street
Northampton, MA 01063

For additional information please contact:
Liz Bigwood in the Travel Office (800)225-2029 

Email: ebigwood@smith.edu; Fax: (413)585-2015 

ISDI Toll Free (866)900-ISDI or (202)244-1448
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TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

Smith Travel
Alumnae Association of Smith College
33 Elm Street
Northampton, MA 01063

! Enjoy excellent accommodations
at the Meliã Berlin with an
unbeatable location next to the
River Spree and close to Berlin’s
finest cultural attractions,
including Pariser Platz, Museum
Island, and the Reichstag.

! See one of Berlin’s finest private art
collections, listed in ARTnews top
200 art collections of the world.

! Share the knowledge and insights
of Professor  Emerita Margaret
Zelljadt during two lectures and
informal on-site discussions.

!Discuss East Berlin’s transformation
since the Berlin Wall’s collapse
during visits to Check Point Charlie
and the East Side Gallery where a
section of the wall’s graffiti is
preserved.

! Relax during an architectural cruise
along the River Spree.

! View Berlin’s many outstanding
ancient treasures, including the
Ishtar Gate,  the Pergamon temple,
and the world-renowned Egyptian
bust of Nefertiti, housed in the
Neues Museum that reopened in
2009 to rave reviews.

! Examine Berlin’s cutting-edge
architecture, including Norman
Foster’s remarkable glass dome that
tops the Reichstag, the Jewish
Museum, Mies van der Rohe’s
“New” National Gallery, I. M. Pei’s
stunning addition to the German
History Museum, and Frank
Gehry’s surprising DZ Bank.

! Explore Sanssouci Palace,
Frederick the Great's summer
retreat, considered Germany's
most outstanding palace complex,
with almost 300 acres of
intricately landscaped gardens,
glorious fountains and heroic
statues.


