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The Greek theater in Sicily’s Taormina

Journey of 
Odysseus

For reservations or information, please call us at 800-225-2029 

Onboard Enrichment Program
As we trace his wandering journey home to Ithaca, we will learn much through lectures and 
discussions with our study leaders about the world in which Odysseus lived. Political theorist 
Patrick Coby of Smith College will share his insights into how Odysseus and his countrymen 
ordered their social and political lives. Archaeologist Kathleen Lynch will help us interpret 
the art and architecture that remains. And, through drama, Nicholas Rudall will provide us a 
different lens through which to look at how the Greeks understood their gods and heroes. It is 
hard to imagine a richer or fuller introduction to the many facets of the world of The Odyssey. 

Smith College Study Leader
Patrick Coby is Professor of Government at Smith College, where he teaches 
courses in political theory and various departmental and interdepartmental 
seminars. He is the author of four published books, including Socrates and the 
Sophistic Enlightenment: A Commentary on Plato’s Protagoras. He has just finished 
a new book titled America’s Founding: The Constitutional Convention of 1787, as 
well as several articles on the Convention. 

Additional Study Leaders
Kathleen Lynch, lecturer for the Archaeological Institute of America and Smithsonian, is 
a classical archaeologist with a specialty in ancient pottery and has worked on archaeological 
sites in Italy, Greece, Albania, and Turkey. At the University of Cincinnati, she is the graduate 
director for archaeology and an Associate Professor of Classics. She teaches Classical Civilization 
courses, Greek and Roman archaeology, mythology, and graduate seminars on topics such as 
iconography, ancient art, and art history. On this voyage, she will discuss the Trojan War in 
myth and history; myth, images, and the symposium; and women in the ancient Greek and 
Roman world.

D. Nicholas Rudall is Professor Emeritus in the Department of Classics at the University 
of Chicago. He has recently published translations of Euripides’ Bacchae and The Iphigeneia 
Plays and Sophocles’ Electra and Antigone. A translation of The Trojan Women is forthcoming. 
Mr. Rudall has directed many classical works at the Court Theatre, of which he is the 
founding director. His teaching is focused on tragedy and the ancient theater, Aristophanes, 
and Propertius. 



Cover: A scene from a 6th-century B.C. vase depicting a Siren and Odysseus tied to the mast of his ship

alumtrav@smith.edu

Dear Alumnae and Friends, 

Homer’s epic account of Odysseus’s journey home after the fall of Troy is more than just 
a poem for the literati—it is a beacon to the adventurer. Nearly 3,000 years after Homer 
first recounted the legend of The Odyssey, his story still inspires exploration. The Odyssey 
is the ultimate journey, and many of its pinnacle sites now wait to awe a new generation 
of travelers. The islands Odysseus visited, the caverns he explored, and the mountain 
peaks he climbed are among the most magical places in the Mediterranean.

Our epic journey begins in Istanbul, sailing toward Troy, legendary site of the Trojan 
War. Among the sites we visit are ancient Pylos, with its Palace of Nestor; the island 
of Malta, one of the most concentrated historic areas in the world; and Trapani, Sicily, 
the abode of the man-eating Laestrygonians. The adventure continues as we discover 
the Phlegrean Fields outside Naples, where Odysseus faced the Cyclops, and Sicily’s 
Taormina, the one-time Kingdom of Helios, before landing safely in Ithaca, Odysseus’s 
long-sought home.

As we follow Odysseus’s fabled route, enhance your travel experience with lectures 
and discussions led by our incredible team of onboard study leaders, including Smith 
College professor Patrick Coby. These scholars promise to help contextualize all the 
fascinating things you’ll see, enriching an already sumptuous adventure. 

Your home for this odyssey will be the 114-guest, all-suite Corinthian II, the perfect 
cruise ship for travelling far, but docking close. At once large enough to offer many of 
the amenities for a comfortable and enjoyable voyage, such as a spacious restaurant, 
two comfortable lounges, and a sundeck with a Jacuzzi, she is small enough to navigate 
seaways and enter harbors that are inaccessible to today’s mega-cruise ships.

We look forward to welcoming you aboard the elegant Corinthian II as we set sail in 
the wake of Odysseus!

Sincerely,

Carrie Cadwell Brown, Ed.M ’82 
Executive Director 
Alumnae Association of Smith College	

P.S. Book early to take advantage of the discount offered. See rates.

For reservations or information, CALL smith Travel at 800-225-2029



I t inerary

The Lion Gate in Mycenae, Greece

Saturday, May 26, 2012  FLY FROM USA

Sunday, May 27  ISTANBUL, Turkey | EMBARK
Arrive in Istanbul and transfer to  
Corinthian II. Set sail in the evening. (D)

Monday, May 28  CANAKKALE | TROY: Priam’s 
Kingdom | CANAKKALE
Explore famed Troy, site of Odysseus’s 
embarkation, which consists of nine cities, 
superimposed in rings on a massive mound rising 
above the “windswept” Plain of Ilium. It was to one 
of these cities, as legend has it, that Paris abducted 
the beautiful Helen, igniting the Trojan War. Here, 
King Priam’s city finally fell to Odysseus’s clever 
ruse of the Trojan Horse. (B,L,D)

Tuesday, May 29  NAFPLION, Greece: Agamemnon’s 
Realm | MYCENAE | TIRYNS | NAFPLION
Arrive at picturesque Nafplion for an excursion 
to Mycenae, center of the world of the 
Mycenaeans, an extraordinary civilization 
that flourished in the second millennium b.c. 
Homer described Mycenae, the legendary home 
of Agamemnon, as “rich in gold.” A tour of the 
citadel includes the royal beehive-shaped tombs, 
set outside its walls, and the dramatic Lion 
Gate, which leads to the acropolis and remains 
of a grand palace. Continue to Homer’s “wall-
girt” city of Tiryns, situated on a rocky summit 
and where imposing, massive walls of red and 
gray limestone are still standing 3,400 years 
after construction. (B,L,D)

Wednesday, May 30  PYLOS: King Nestor’s Home
Corinthian II enters spacious Navarino Bay, 
fronted by the uninhabited isle of Sphakteria. 
Land at the picturesque village of Pylos, situated 
at the head of the bay, and drive to the Palace of 
Nestor, dating from the 13th century b.c. Even 
in ruins, the structure gives a vivid picture of 
the grandeur of the Mycenaeans. (B,L,D)

Thursday, May 31  AT SEA | VALLETTA, Malta: 
Calypso’s Island 
As Corinthian II plies the blue waters of the 
Ionian Sea, attend lectures by our expert study 
leaders, and enjoy the ship’s amenities. In the 
evening, dock in the Grand Harbor of Valletta, 
the fortified bastion of the Knights of Malta. 
Ruled successively by the Phoenicians, Greeks, 
Carthaginians, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, 
and the Order of the Knights of Saint John of 
Jerusalem, Valletta’s hundreds of monuments 
make it one of the most concentrated historic 
areas in the world. (B,L,D)

Friday, June 1  VALLETTA | GOZO | VALLETTA 
Today, choose between sightseeing in Malta 
or the nearby island of Gozo. On the cliffs 
overlooking Ramla Bay on Gozo, retrace 
Odysseus’s footsteps to the smooth-walled cave 
where the nymph Calypso is said to have kept 
him for seven years. Visit Gozo’s citadel in 
Victoria and the spectacular Ggantija temple 
complex. Alternatively, wander the narrow 
streets of Valletta, exploring the picturesque 
squares surrounded by medieval palaces. Visit 
the National Museum of Archaeology and the 
Grand Master’s Palace. Also stop for a glimpse 
of St. John’s Co-Cathedral. A short scenic drive 

For reservations or information, please call us at 800-225-2029 



Valletta’s beautiful harbor, lined with historic buildings

takes you to the remarkable Neolithic Tarxien 
Temples, which date back to 2800 b.c., and onto 
Hagar Qim, an even older temple that stands 
atop a hill on the southern edge of the island 
overlooking the sea. (B,L,D)

Saturday, June 2  TRAPANI, Sicily, Italy: Land of the 
Laestrygonians | ERICE | SEGESTA | TRAPANI 
Trapani, on Sicily’s stunning west coast, is where 
the cannibal Laestrygonians attacked Odysseus 
and his companions. Drive up winding roads to 
the medieval town of Erice, situated on a high 
plateau overlooking the coast. The town was 
known for its temple to the fertility goddess, 
Astarte, who was later identified with Venus 
and worshipped by the Romans. Peek around 
the magnificent 12th-century Venus Castle 
that was built upon the ruins of the ancient 
temple. Fringed by a lush park, the views from 
this medieval hilltop castle are breathtaking. 
Continue to Segesta for a glimpse of its Doric 
temple, built in 420 b.c. and ranked as one of 
the best-preserved ancient Greek sites found 
anywhere. The ruins stand in majestic solitude 
atop a bucolic hill with virtually no modern-day 
structures marring the vista, making it easy to 
imagine the Sicily of antiquity. (B,L,D)

Sunday, June 3  NAPLES: Land of the Cyclops | 
POMPEII or PHLEGREAN FIELDS | NAPLES 
From Naples, drive to the Phlegrean Fields, 
where Odysseus and his men were captured 
by Polyphemus, the Cyclops. Drive by Lago 
d’Averno, the ancient Avernus Lake, home of the 
Cimmerians in The Odyssey, and Lago di Fusaro, 
the ancient Archerusian Lake, where Odysseus 
entered Hades. Continue to Monte di Cuma and 
the cave of the Sibyl of Cumae, who prophesied 
the future. Alternatively, visit Pompeii, the fabled 
city both destroyed and preserved by the volcanic 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius in a.d. 79. Also visit 
the Archaeological Museum in Naples. (B,L,D)

Monday, June 4  MESSINA, Sicily |  
TAORMINA: The Kingdom of Helios | MESSINA 
Cross the Strait of Messina, the site of the 
legendary Scylla, a terrifying six-headed monster, 
and Charybdis, a treacherous whirlpool. Odysseus 
was cast ashore in the Kingdom of Helios, modern 
Taormina, where his companions slaughtered 
and ate the sacred oxen. To avenge the death of 
his beloved oxen, Helios sent a lightning bolt that 
destroyed their ship, drowning all aboard except 
Odysseus. Picturesque Taormina is situated on 
a mountainside affording magnificent views of 
Mount Etna. Here we visit the superbly situated 
Greek theater, built in the 3rd century b.c. (B,L,D)

Tuesday, June 5  ITHACA, Greece: The Home of 
Odysseus | CORINTH CANAL 
Ithaca, the legendary home of Odysseus, is a stunning 
island of pristine beaches and verdant forest. Visit 
the bay of Dexia, Homer’s harbor of Phorkys, where 
the Phaeacians left Odysseus sleeping on the beach. 
Admire the Cyclopean Walls (Alalkomenai), a ruined 
site known locally as Odysseus’s Castle, and stand 
atop the Plateau of Marathia, where Odysseus’s loyal 
servant Eumaeus kept his swine. Later, sail along the 
Corinth Canal. (B,L,D)

Wednesday, June 6  PIRAEUS | DISEMBARK |  
ATHENS | USA  
Disembark in Piraeus and transfer to the airport 
in Athens for return flights to the U.S. (B)

2-Night Optional  
Pre/Post-Cruise Extensions 
Tour the principal landmarks of Istanbul  
(pre-cruise) and/or Athens (post-cruise).  
Included: Two nights at the deluxe Pera Palace 
Hotel (Istanbul) and/or Hotel Grande Bretagne  
(Athens) with breakfast and one lunch; guided 
sightseeing; and ship/hotel/airport transfers. 
Please note that these extensions are at an 
additional cost to the main voyage. 

For reservations or information, please call us at 800-225-2029 



In an era of mega cruise ships that carry thousands 
of passengers, Corinthian II is a delightful alternative. 
More like a private yacht than a cruise ship, Corinthian 
II accommodates only 114 guests in 57 suites. 
Corinthian II’s limited guest capacity, fine facilities, 
and distinctive style of operation attract like-minded 
travelers who return again and again to enjoy its 
custom-crafted itineraries and a style of cruising that is 
rarely found today. More than just a cruise, each voyage 
provides a comprehensive experience that reveals the 
singular aspects of the destinations. Aboard, a sense of 
community and a spirit of camaraderie prevail. 

All of Corinthian II’s suites face outside, providing 
views of the sea and landscape. Several have a private 
balcony. There are expansive open deck areas and other 
facilities, including a gym, library, beauty salon, two 
lounges, a sun deck with Jacuzzi, and an outdoor cafe. 
A spacious restaurant accommodates all guests in an 
open, unassigned seating. The cuisine is outstanding, 
and the overall service is efficient and friendly while 
unobtrusive. An elevator serves all decks. A resident 
physician attends a well-equipped infirmary. 

Served by 70 seasoned officers and crew, Corinthian II 
complies with the latest international safety regulations 
and is outfitted with the most current navigational 
technology. 

Corinthian II

Program Inclusions

Segesta, Sicily, Italy

• �10-night cruise aboard the all-suite, 
114-guest Corinthian II

• �Complete program of tours  
and excursions

• �Welcome and farewell cocktail 
receptions aboard ship

• �All meals aboard ship, including house 
wine, beer, and soft drinks with lunch 
and dinner

• �Open bar aboard ship throughout  
the cruise

• �Educational program of lectures  
and discussions by Smith College 
professor Patrick Coby and additional  
study leaders

• �Professional Travel Dynamics 
International tour staff

• Complete pre-departure materials

• �Baggage handling and transfers abroad 
on the designated program arrival and 
departure dates

• Port and embarkation taxes

• Gratuities to porters, guides, and drivers

NOT INCLUDED: Airfare; visa and passport 
fees (if applicable); luggage and trip 
cancellation insurance; meals, soft 
drinks, and alcoholic beverages other 
than those specified above; personal 
expenses such as laundry, telephone 
calls, faxes, and e-mail service; and 
gratuities to shipboard personnel

alumtrav@smith.edu



Corinthian II
All accommodations aboard Corinthian II are suites. 
They face outside, affording sea views, and several 
have balconies with sliding doors. All include two twin-
size beds that can convert to a queen-size bed, sitting 
area, mini-refrigerator, safe, spacious closets, climate 
control, telephone, TV, DVD/CD player, and bathroom 
with marble vanity, shower, and other amenities.

Deck plancruise & land rates 

The Club

Dining alfresco aboard ship

Suite

PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

category description

reduced 
rates for 
first 56 

travelers

rates 
starting 
with 57th  
traveler

E
Deluxe suites on Magellan 
Deck with portholes and 
sitting area.  
225 sq. ft. Suites 250 - 252

$7,995 $8,995

D
Deluxe suites on Columbus 
Deck with window and  
sitting area.  
225 sq. ft. Suites 329 - 332

$8,995 $9,995

C
Deluxe suites on Magellan 
Deck with portholes  
and sitting area.  
235 sq. ft. Suites 254 - 262

$9,995 $10,495

B
Deluxe suites on Columbus 
Deck with window  
and sitting area.  
235 sq. ft. Suites 333 - 348

$10,995 $11,495

A
Deluxe suites on Marco Polo 
Deck with window  
and sitting area.  
235 sq. ft. Suites 416 - 428

$11,995 $12,495

AA
Deluxe suites on Marco Polo 
Deck with forward and side 
windows and sitting area.  
285 sq. ft. Suites 414 - 415

$12,695 $13,695

VS
Deluxe Veranda Suites on 
Erickson Deck with private 
balcony and sitting area.  
300 sq. ft. Suites 505 - 512

$13,795 $14,795

PHS
Deluxe Penthouse Suites on 
Explorer Deck with private 
balcony and sitting area.  
400 sq. ft. Suites 601 - 604

$14,995 $15,995

VS & PHS suites are provided with private butler service  
and other exclusive amenities.

SINGLE RATES

A limited number of cabins for solo travelers are 
available in Category B for $12,495 and in Category A 
for $13,495.

alumtrav@smith.edu



R e g i s t r at i o n SMCO 12416RP

Enclosed is my check or credit card no. for 
$________ ($1,500 per person) as a deposit to 
hold ____ place(s) on Journey of Odysseus.  
I understand that final payment is due 
ninety (90) days prior to departure and is 
payable by check only.

Please make check payable to: 
Travel Dynamics International  
and mail with your registration coupon to: 
Smith Travel
Alumnae Association of Smith College
33 Elm Street
Northampton, MA 01063 

o AmEx   o Discover   o Visa   o MasterCard 

No. ___________________________________ 

Exp. __________________________________

3- or 4-Digit Security Code _______________

Please select cabin category in  
order of preference:

PHS__  VS__  AA__  A__  B__  C__  D__  E__

o Twin Beds   		  o Double Bed   
o Single Occupancy	 o Share                             
 			   (cannot be guaranteed) 

o �Please book me/us on the Optional  
Pre-Cruise Extension in Istanbul.

o �Please book me/us on the Optional  
Post-Cruise Extension in Athens.

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.         First	                  Last             

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.         First	                  Last              

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone (day)		  (evening)

E-Mail

Each participant must sign below: I/We have read the 
“General Information” section and agree to its terms.

Signature				    Date

Signature				    Date

Restaurant

Library

Penthouse Suite Balcony

Payments: A $1,500 deposit per person is required to confirm your 
reservation. For your convenience, you may charge your deposit to 
your American Express, Visa, Discover, or MasterCard or pay it by 
personal check. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure 
and must be by personal check only; credit cards are not accepted 
for final payment. 
Cancellations & REFUNDS: All cancellations are subject to a 
$300 per person fee. Cancellations received 61-90 days prior to 
departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 50% of the total 
program cost per person. Cancellations received within 60 days 
of departure are subject to 100% cancellation penalties. 
Insurance: We recommend the purchase of trip cancellation 
insurance. Details will be sent upon registration.
Itinerary: The itinerary, accommodations, and 
arrangements are subject to change at the discretion of 
Travel Dynamics International.
Fuel Supplement: Travel Dynamics International reserves the 
right to charge a fuel supplement, without prior notice, if the 
NYMEX oil price exceeds $85 per barrel. This supplement may be 
charged even if the cruise fare has been paid in full.
Ship’s Registry: Marshall Islands 	 CST #204 3599-40 TDI 
Due to space limitations, this is abbreviated 
information. Please contact us for complete Terms 
and Conditions.

AIRFARE: Airfare is not included in the Cruise and Land Rates. 
Please contact your preferred airline, travel agent, or the Travel 
Dynamics International air desk operated by Valerie Wilson 
Travel, Inc. (VWTI) for airfare information and to reserve flights. 
Consultants are available Monday – Friday from 9:00 am – 5:30 
pm (EST) toll-free at 1-877-711-9896. Please have your tour code 
(12416RP) and dates handy for reference.

GENERAL INFORMATiON



Ithaca, Greece, legendary home of Odysseus

Program Features & Highlights
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n �Re-imagine The Odyssey 
while visiting the sites and 
sifting history from legend. 

n �Visit the remarkably intact 
Doric temple of Segesta, set 
on a beautiful hilltop. 

n �View the continually 
erupting Stromboli volcano 
as you sail south to Sicily. 

n �Deepen your understanding  
of Homer’s epic during  
onboard lectures  
and discussions.

SMCO 12416RP

With  

Smith College  

Professor Patrick Coby


