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Looking back… Where did I come in? 
Columbia P&S, 1969
Joined Cornell faculty, 1975



Columbia P & S Department of surgery c. 1970



1975—
Breast cancer “came out”





The start of the TUMOR BOARD
”It takes a village”…. 

• 1991- 27 year old woman developed “inflammatory” breast 
cancer in the 7th month of pregnancy
• What do do? 
• We put all the experts together—Obstetrician, Breast surgeon, 

Pathologist, Medical oncologists, radiation therapist etc
• We jointly agreed that chemotherapy NOW was the best option.. Patient 

and her husband understood how urgent this was



Healthy baby after 2 months of chemotherapy.. AND 
mastectomy showed no cancer in the breast



2024-Healthy mother and daughter 33 years later ... And the tumor board remains 
vitally important for the best care for our patients. 

33 yrs old Mom



Weekly breast cancer tumor board



BREAST CANCER RESEARCH GROUP MEETING 
     2025



Precision medicine—”Personalized medicine”

  
“Cancer runs in the family” ..
  
    Can we be more specific?



Genetics of Breast Cancer-A Family Tree  



  

Targeting the BRCA gene mutation:
   Identify gene carriers and prevent cancer (surgery)  
   Development of targeted medications for treatment

Dr Mary Claire King 
2003





UNDERSTANDING THE T CELL HAS REVOLUTIONIZED 
CANCER TREATMENTS

CHECK
POINT



Longitudinal Prospective Biospecimen Study. PI: Andreopoulou

Looking for the invisible



2022 and beyond… 





New field in oncology: Cancer Survivorship



Late issues for the breast cancer survivor

• Fear of recurrence
• Fertility and pregnancy issues for younger women
• Estrogen deprivation sequelae:

• Side effects of maintenance medications, eg tamoxifen 
• Osteoporosis, ? Early cardiac disease
• Cognitive dysfunction

• Long term effects of chemotherapy
• Return to work problems 
• Life style modification





ANNUAL CORNELL BREAST 
CANCER PATIENT SYMPOSIUM 



WCBC_2025_050 Q and A …lots of 
questions for the panel







Exercise! 



Empire dragon boat team – All breast cancer 
survivors!



Thank you! 


